104  THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

It is here urged that the function of true religion
is never to give such emotional shocks as those al-
ready referred to, but to nullify their adverse influence
should they be received in any other way, however
innate may be the source of the affective responses ;
that with S. Paul the Christian shall be able to say
in truth, " I can do all things in Him that
strengthened me " ; and " that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord" ; and with S. John, that this
" perfect love casteth out fear, because fear hath
punishment" ; all of which statements but echo
the Saviour's declaration, " He that hcareth My word
and believeth Him that sent Me, hath eternal life,
and cometh not into judgement, but hath passed out
of death unto life." Later in this chapter the subject
of our teaching about; death is dwelt upon at sonic
length as a further example of the help that may be
derived from such careful observation. If there is
one outstanding liberation that our Lord came to
bring to bruised and bound humanity it; is that from
the fear of death. As the writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews so clearly expresses it: u Forasmuch then
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood,
he also himself likewise took part of the same ; that
through death he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them
who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage." The lurking fear of death often
spoils human life still. It is entirely different, from